Application Procedures for the 2012 - 2013 Academic
1. Complete and submit the following forms by the March 1, 2012 deadline.

Application for Admission
Student Applicant Questionnaire
Writing Sample

Confidential Recommendation #1
Confidential Recommendation #2
Transcript of Grades

2. Include the required $150.00 application fee (US Currency) with your application submission.

3. Visit Archbishop Riordan High School for a personal tour and interview prior to the March 1, 2012 deadline.
International students may schedule a telecast or digital media based interview if they will not be in the United
States prior to March 2012.

4. Register for the SSAT and / or TOEFL and have scores sent to Archbishop Riordan High School.
SSAT Website: http://www.ssat.org/
TOEFL Website: http://www.toefl.org/

International Students

Thank you for considering Archbishop Riordan High School for your secondary education. The international
student population at Riordan High School represents seven countries. Because Riordan High School does not
offer a formal ESL Program, applicants must have a strong proficiency in the English language. We do offer an
intermediate level of support through our English Emersion Program, which serves as a vehicle to help interna-
tional students adjust to the academic and social environment of boarding school.

If an international applicant is accepted to Archbishop Riordan High School, we will issue an I-20 after we re-
ceive the signed enrollment contract and the required deposit. The family must designate an adult in the USA to
act as a guardian for the student in the event of an emergency or to provide lodging during the school breaks.

Please mail all correspondence to the follow address:

Archbishop Riordan High School

Office of Admission - Boarding Program
175 Phelan Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94112

United States of America

Telephone: (415) 586-8200

Fax: (415) 587-1310
Web Site: http://www.riordanhs.org/
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Writing Sample
Student Name:

First Middle Last
Instruction to the applicant

This exercise is designed to allow the school to evaluate your facility with written English. Select and respond
to at least two of the four following questions. Please complete your essays using pen or pencil, using the space
provided below and on the following page. You may attach additional pages if necessary. You may print or

write in cursive in your own handwriting.

1. Describe one person who has been influential in shaping your beliefs and values. Explain why you chose this
person.

2. Select a character from your favorite book that you identify with. Explain why you identify with this charac-
ter.

3. If you could go back in time, which period of history would you choose and why?

4. If you were given one year to spend in service on behalf of others, what would you choose to do and why?
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Writing Sample
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Confidential Recommendation #1
To the applicant’s parent or guardian: Please fill out this section then give this form to the Principal,
Counselor or English Teacher at your child’s current school.

Student Name: Applying for grade:
First Middle Last PPIyIng 5

Signature of Parent(s) or Guardian(s): Date:

To the Prinicipal, Counselor or English Teacher: The above named student has applied to Archbishop Rior-
dan High School, a Catholic boys boarding and day school for students in grades 9 to 12 located in San Fran-
cisco, California. We would appreciate your evaluation of the applicant to give our Admission Officer a clear
insight into his qualities. Your responses will be treated confidentially. Please return this form to
Archbishop Riordan High School, 175 Phelan Ave., San Francisco, CA 94112 United States of America.

How long have you known the applicant?

In what classes / subjects have you taught the applicant?

Student’s present grade and class rank (if applicable):

To your knowledge, has the applicant displayed any social or behavioral problems? Yes[ ] No[_]

If yes, please specify:

Please comment on the applicant’s personal qualities, including integrity, leadership, initiative.

Please comment on the applicant’s academic qualities, including aptitude, creativity, motivation and work ethic.

Any additional comments:

Signature: Date:

Please print name: Title:
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Confidential Recommendation #2
To the applicant’s parent or guardian: Please fill out this section then give this form to the Principal,
Counselor or Math Teacher at your child’s current school.

Student Name: Applying for grade:
First Middle Last PplyIng &

Signature of Parent(s) or Guardian(s): Date:

To the Prinicipal, Counselor or Math Teacher: The above named student has applied to Archbishop Riordan
High School, a Catholic boys boarding and day school for students in grades 9 to 12 located in San Francisco,
California. We would appreciate your evaluation of the applicant to give our Admission Officer a clear insight
into his qualities. Your responses will be treated confidentially. Please return this form to

Archbishop Riordan High School, 175 Phelan Ave., San Francisco, CA 94112 United States of America.

How long have you known the applicant?

In what classes / subjects have you taught the applicant?

Student’s present grade and class rank (if applicable):

To your knowledge, has the applicant displayed any social or behavioral problems? Yes[] No[]

If yes, please specify:

Please comment on the applicant’s personal qualities, including integrity, leadership, initiative.

Please comment on the applicant’s academic qualities, including aptitude, creativity, motivation and work ethic.

Any additional comments:

Signature: Date:

Please print name: Title:
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